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sending me one of these Owls as a donation to the Norwich 
Mnseum, remarks that before the bird was skinned, the wings, 
when carefully closed, extended y of an inch beyond the 
tail, whereas in the otherwise excellent figure of this species 
in Legge’s ‘ Birds of Ceylon,’ the tail is represented as extend- 
ing beyond the wings. I may add that the coloration of 
that figure agrees admirably with the specimen (a female) 
now sent; but another skin previously obtained by Mr. 
Bligh in the same locality, and also preserved in the Norwieh 
Museum, is in the rufous phase, the rufous tints of its 
plumage being very rich and bright. 


XIV.— Notes on IVoodpeckers.—No. X. On the Geuus 
Thriponax. By Enwarp Harairr, F.Z.S. 


In pursuance of my studies of the gencra of Woodpeckers, L 
have recently worked out the species of the genus Thripo- 
nax, which embraces eight birds of large size, bearing some 
resemblance to the Great Black Woodpecker of Europe, 
Dryocopus martius. In these short essays which I send from 
time to time to ‘ The Ibis,’ I have tried to remodel the arrange- 
ment of the species of Woodpeckers rather than to attempt a 
discussion of the characters of the various gencra; and it may 
be that when I come to consider the latter portion of the 
subject in its entirety, I may have to make some alterations 
in the generic nomenclature employed. Considering there- 
fore, for the present, that Dryocopus and Thriponux can be 
generically separated from each other, on account of the 
dense feathering of the tarsus in the former genus, it follows 
that Dryocopus richardsi of Tristram, from the island of 
Tzus Sima, is a Thriponav ; and this is certainly one of the 
most interesting points determined in the present paper, as 
the locality lies so far outside the hitherto supposed range of 
the genus, which is almost characteristically Indian, as op- 
posed to Dryocopus, which is csrentially a Palearctic genus. 
I am now able to recognize cight species of Thriponar, an 
increase of six upon the number enumerated by Malherbe in 
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his Monograph. Cabanis and Heine, in the ‘Museum 
Heincanum,’ admit four species— T. javensis (leucogaster of 
Malherbe), T. hodgsoni, T. jerdoni, and T. hodgei. Sundevall, 
in his ‘Conspectus Avium Picinarum, follows the conclu- 
sions of the above-named authors. T. jerdoni of Cabanis and 
Heine is 7. feddeni (Blauford). Both descriptions were 
published in 1863, but Blanford’s name has always been held 
to have priority. Picus crawfurdi of Gray also belongs to 
the genus Thriponax, but has been omitted by all the above- 
mentioned writers; its validity has been discussed by me 
below. 

My thanks arc, as usual, due to Dr. Günther and 
Mr. Sharpe for the facilities for study afforded me at the 
Natural History Museum, and also to Captain Wardlaw 
Ramsay for the loan of his series of Philippine specimens, 
some of which are not represented in any other collection. 


Key to the Species. 


a, With red on the head. 
a’, With no white on the rump. 
a’, Chin, throat, and under surface of the body 
DC e nae ee eae ame asian Pate anc ae hodgei. 
b. Chin, throat, aud under surface of the body 
buify white, the chin and throat striped, 
and the chest transversely varied with black pectoralis. 
. Chest and upper breast black; a red malar 
paren as Crea ae mein cana ee area care eee ae Javensis. 
d. “Breast having a lnnulate patch of slate-colour, 
with small dark waves; nored malar patch” crawfurdi. 
b. With white rump. 
e. Lower half of abdomen and the vent black, 
the white on the underparts confined to 
the sides of the body and a narrow band 
across the upper part of the abdomen .... hodgsoni, 
Ff’. Lower breast, entire abdomen, and vent buffy 
white; primaries white at the base for a 
third or more of their length.. n.e.e.: feddeni. 
g”. Underparts as in T. feddeni, primaries entirely 
biak e eee me ae ain hargitti. 


[=] 


(ce) 
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& With no red on the head of female (male unknown *). 
Most of the primaries tipped with white, and the 
white upon both the upper and under paris more 


extended than in T. Aadgsoné. but otherwise resem- 
Pe Wo RN ee ee richardsi. 


1. THRIPONAXN HOŅGEL 

Mulleripicus hodgei. Blyth, d. A. S. B. 1560. p. 103: Jerd. 
PAA i u 385 (1862): Beayan. Ibis, ISOT. pp. G20. Gal: 
Hall. JA S Boxaxix. pi a p. eel Sap > id, op e 
pt. wip. 279 MST id. Str. Fea. p. Go. 

Thriponar hodgei, Cab. X Heine, Mus. Hem. iv. p. 106 
ses): Waid. ibis, 1 1875, p. SQL Mune Str. F. Tages 
pe. er. p. oF. 

Picus hodgei, Sundev. Consp. Av. Picin. p. 9 (L866); 
Giebel. Thes. Orn. p. 159 , 7 om 

Henilophus hodyei, Gray, List Pied. Brit. Mus. p. 86 
(SGS). 

Campethera hodgei, Gray. Hand-l. P. imn. p. 19¢. no. 8710 
USTO. 

Adult maie. Forehead, crown, and clongated oceipital erest 
bright searlet: the malar stipe also searler, but duller in 
evlour: the remainder of the plumage dull black: shafts 
of quilis and of tail-feathers blaek. Total length 15-0 
inthes, culmen lorn, mus Fes peel 30a, tsu: 13 aes 
(without elaws)—outer anterior 0°95, outer posterior O'S5, 
inner anterior 0-72, inuer posterior 0-45. 

Adult femele. Ditters trom the adult male im having the 
forehead and crown black, the occipital crest alone being 
searlet. and also in the absence of the red malar pateh, whe 
cheeks being black. Total length 15°0 inches, culmen 1°75, 
wing 7°? tail ot, tarsus 1°" 

Mr, Hume gives the soit parts of this species as follows :— 
** Legs, feet, and elaws blackish plumbeous; bill blaek in 
some specimens, but not in all, whitish and semitvansparent 
at the tip; hides yellowish white to pale yellow.” 


* When we become acquainted with the male of T. richardsi. it may 


= 


be necessary te remodel the present key tò the species 
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This species appears to be confined to the Andaman Islands. 
Colonel Tytler, in his notes made at Port Blair (Beavan, Ibis, 
1867, p. 320), observes, “This noble Woodpecker is not 
uncommon on the mainland; I have had several shot and 
sent to me.” Mr. V. Ball also procured it in the same 
islands; and Mr. Hume (‘ Stray Feathers,’ 1874, p. 189) says 
“this species appears to be tolerably common throughout 
the Andaman group; the total length, taken from the fresh 
bird, is from 14°5 to 15°75 in.” I have in my collection 
specimens from Port Blair (Wimberley), also one from Mt. 
Harriet, S. Andamans (IF. Davison). 


2. THRIPONAX PECTORALIS. 

Thriponaxr pectoralis, Tweedd. P. Z. S. 1878, pp 340, 379; 
Ramsay, Tweedd. Mem. p. 596, & App. pp. 635, 670 (1881). 

Adult male (type of species). Back, wings, and tail, also 
their coverts, black, the extreme base of the inner webs of 
the quills white; shafts of quills and of tail-feathers black, 
those of the latter brown at the base; a concealed patch of 
white on the rump, the feathers being tipped with black, and 
having a marginal spot of white on each web, these feathers 
being hidden by the elongated ones of the lower back ; nasal 
plumes black, the extreme base buffy white ; forehead, crown, 
occipital and nuchal crest, and also the malar patch, scarlet, 
the bases of the feathers of the forehead and crown being 
dusky, and the bases of the crest-feathers creamy white ; 
hind neck black, a few of the feathers having red tips; lores 
and orbital region black ; sides of the face and neck, chin, 
throat, and fore neck white, each feather having a black cen- 
tral stripe, this being broader on the feathers of the neck ; a 
few of the feathers of the throat and fore neck having the 
extreme tip tinged with red; chest, breast, and under surface 
of the body clear pale buff, with a slight tinge of vellow, the 
feathers of the chest having their bases and centres black 
and partly concealed, those of the upper breast having a par- 
tially hidden broad black central patch on their basal portion, 
on the lower feathers the black heing reduced to a small 
longitudinal spot in the centre and quite concealed; thigh- 
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feathers centred with black; tibial plumes fulvous white, 
with black bases and a concealed white spot; under tail- 
coverts black ; under wing-coverts and axillaries fulvous 
white, the lower coverts being sparingly spotted with black ; 
edge of wing black: “upper mandible horny black, horny 
whitish at the tip; lower mandible horny black on the basal 
third, the remaining portion yellowish” (in skin). ‘Total 
length 16°5 inches, culmen 1:9, wing 7:9, tail 6°65, tarsus 
1°35 ; toes (without claws)—outer anterior 0'9, outer pos- 
terior 0'9, inner anterior 0°75, inner posterior 0°5. 

Young male. Resembles the adult male, but differs in having 
the chin, throat, fore neck, and also the sides of the face 
and neck (the orbital region excepted) dingy white, and the 
black striations not so clearly defined; the feathers of the 
checks dnll white, with dusky bases, a few assuming their 
red tips; the feathers of the hind neck tipped with dingy 
white, as are also the lower scapulars and a few of the rump- 
feathers, while some of the concealed outer feathers of the 
latter region are becoming pure white, with a dusky black 
spot at the tip; under surface of the body less tinged with 
yellow ; under wing-coverts whiter. 

Adult female. Differs from the adult male in having the 
forehead and crown black, and in the absence of the red 
malar patch, the cheeks being, like the rest of the face, white 
striped with black; the feathers of the throat and fore neck 
without a trace of red on any of their tips. Total length 16°5 
inches, culmen 1:9, wing 7°85, tail 6°65, tarsus 1°35. 

An adult male from the island of Panaon has the rump 
partly white, some of the feathers having a dusky black 
eentral stripe at the tip, others having the tip dusky black, 
with a marginal stripe-like spot of white on each web, but 
the greater part of the white patch on the rump is covered 
by the black feathers of the lower back. An adult female 
from the same locality, also in the collection of Capt. Wardlaw 
Ramsay, has the ramp considerably damaged, but it does not 
show any indication of having been white. It is scarcely 
probable that the white feathers of the rump are exposed in 
life, as in only one spceeimen out of the five collected by Mr. 
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Everett are they observed without removing the upper black 
feathers, and the skins are carefully made up. It would 
be almost impossible for Mr. Everett, with his experience, to 
overlook such a character, or that it should be lost if it had 
existed. Inthe female bird from Panaon many of the feathers 
of the under surface of the body have a large central stripe or 
patch of black, and some have a small central stripe, more or 
less concealed by the buff tips of the overlying feathers. 

It is difficult to account for the peculiar phase of plumage 
exhibited by this specimen, which appears to be fully adult, 
and there is no reason for imagining the stage of plumage to 
be intermediate between the young aud (what I take to be) 
the full-plumaged bird, which has the underparts uniform, 
It is, most likely, nothing more than an abnormally marked 
bird. 

This species, so far as is at present known, is confined to 
the islands of Leyte and Panaon, of the Philippine group. 
The only specimens I have seen are those sent by Mr. Everett 
which form part of Capt. Wardlaw Ramsay’s collection. The 
types are from S. Leyte. 


3. THRIPONAX JAVENSIS. 


Picus javensis, Horsf. Trans. Linn. Soe. xin. p. 175 
(1822), g; Steph. Gen. Zool. xiv. p. 159 (1826), g; Vie. 
Mem. Rafi. p. 668 (1830); Less. Compl. Buff. ix. p. 314: 
(1837), 8. 

Picus leucogaster, Valene. Diet. Se. Nat. xl. p. 178 (1826), 
9; Wagl. Syst. Av. Picus, sp. 7, 9 (1827); id. Isis, 1829, 
p. 509, g ; Less. Compl. Buff. ix. p. 315 (1837); Temm. Pl. 
Col. iv. pl. 501, g (1838); Sundev. Consp. Av. Picin. p. 9 
(1866) ; Giebel, Thes. Orn. p. 162 (1876). 

Picus horsfieldii, Wagl. Syst. Av. Picus, sp. 5, ¢ (1827). 

Dryocopus javensis, Bore, Isis, 1828, p. 326. 

Dryocopus leucogaster, Boie, Isis, 1828, p. 326. 

Picus maximus malayensis, Bland, J. A. S. B. vi. p. 952 
(1837). 

Hemilophus leucogaster, Gray, Gen. B. ii. p. 439 (1846), 2. 

Hemilophus javensis, Gray, Gen. B. ii. p. 439 (1846), g ; 
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Blyth, Cat. B. Mus. As. Soc. p. 55 (1849); Bp. Consp. Gen. 
Av. i. p. 131 (1850); id. Consp. Voluecr. Zygod. p. 7 (1854) ; 
Reichenb. Handb. Scans. Picinie, p. 386. no. 894, pl. dexlv. 
figs. 4306, 4307, 3 ? (1854); Motley & Dillw. Contr. Nat. 
Hist; Labuan, p- 29 (1850); Selat. R 4.5. 1800, Zi 
Gray, List Picid. Brit. Mus. p. 85 (1868); Briigg. Abhandl. 
nat. er, Bremen, 1878, p. 581. 

Dryopicous leucogaster, Malh. Mém. Acad. Metz, 1848-19, 
py 322. 

Mulleripicus javensis, Horsf. & Moore, Cat. B. Mus. E.I. 
Co. i. p. 652. no. 946 (1856-58); Jerd. B. Ind. i. p. 285 
(1862). 

Dryopicus leucogaster, Malh. Monogr. Picid.1. p. 47, pl. xiii. 
figs. 4, 5, g 2 (1861). 

Thriponax javensis, Cab. & Heine, Mus. Hein. iv. p. 105 
(1863); Salad. Wee. Born. p.52 (1871); Sharpe RZS 
1375, p 1054 Hume Sir v2 1875, peel] ee ini 
1877, p. 288; id. P. Z. 5. 1877, pp. 689, 821; llume & 
Davison, Str. F. vi. p. 1353 (1878); Hume, op. cit. 1879, 
pp- 22,87; Sharpe, tis, 1870; p. 213, Pweedd Poa 
1879, p. 69; Sharpe, tom. cit. p. 826; Nicholson, Ibis, 188], 
pn Fit; Kelham, tom. eit. p. 333; Sharpe PZ. 5. iol 
p. 792; Müll. Orn. Ins. Salanga, p. 72 (1882); Nicholson, 
Ibis, 1882, p 54s id op, cit. 1633, p 69s Oates bie 
Burm ii. p. 27 (1883) ; utter 221.0. 1833, p. 200. 

Campethera javensis, Gray, Hand-l. B. ii. p. 193. no. 8707 
(1870). 

Adult male. Entire back, scapulars, wings, rump and upper 
tail-coverts, tail, likewise the shafts of quills and of tail- 
feathers, black, the outermost primarics with only a spot of 
white at the extreme base of the inner webs, the secondaries 
having their inner webs white at the base for about an ineh 
of their length; nasal plumes blaek ; forehead, erown, ocet- 
pital erest, and broad cheek-patch crimson, the feathers of 
the forehead and crown having greyish bases, those of the 
occipital crest being white at the extreme base; face and 
entire neck, chin, throat, chest, and breast black, under and 
behind the ear-coverts, also thee hin and upper throat, varied 
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with narrow and short white striations ; abdomen, sides of 
the body, flanks, and thighs buffy white or pale buff, the 
thigh-feathers having a broad subterminal black band; vent 
and under tail-coverts black ; outer under wing-coverts black, 
the inner ones buffy white; axillaries buffy white. Total 
length 17:0 inehes, culmen 2°2, wing 8:7, tail 6'3, tarsus 
l'3; toes (without claws)—onter anterior 1:05, outer pos- 
terior 0°95, inner anterior 0°78, inner posterior 0°52. 

Young male, Differs from the fully adult male in having 
the feathers of the forehead, crown, and chest more of a 
scarlet, and the bases of those of the forehead and crown 
dusky black; the feathers of the malar patch dull crimson 
at the tip and the base black; a larger amount of white 
behind the cheeks and ear-coverts and also upon the chin 
and throat, the chin and upper throat being white, striped 
with dusky black ; the white on the underparts having a 
slight tinge of buff; the secondary quills having the basal 
portion of the inner webs white for about an inch and a half 
of their length. 

Adult female. Differs from the adult male in having the 
forehead and crown black, the oecipital crest alone being 
crimson. ‘Total length 16:0 inches, culmen 2-1, wing 8°75, 
tail 6'2, tarsus 1°22. 

Mr. Davison gives the soft parts of this species as fol- 
lows :—“ Legs and fect pale plumbeous to leaden blue; iris 
creamy white, creamy yellow, clear yellow; orbital skin 
very dark plumbeous; bill black, lower mandible plumbe- 
ous blue to dusky plumbeous.”’ 

Specimens from various localities difer in size, those from 
the Philippines having the wing about an inch shorter than 
examples from Malacca, Sumatra, Java, and Borneo. In 
the birds from Luzon which have come under my notice there 
is a greater amount of white on the feathers of the chin and 
throat, as well as behind the cheeks; and the feathers of the 
fore neck and chest have not the slightest trace of whitish 
margins, such as are found in specimens from the above- 
mentioned islands, and are particularly pronounced in an 
example from the island of Negros, collected by Mr. Everett, 


148 Mr. E. Hargitt on the Woodpeckers 


and now in the British Museum. It is not improbable that 
i the islands of Luzon and Negros specimens will be met 
with which will be identical with the typical bird. Luzon 
examples have the bill blacker than those from other loca- 
lities, and Mr. Everett gives the soft parts of an adult male 
as follows :—‘‘ Bill black ; iris, feet, and claws lead-grey.” 
Specimens from Surigao and Zamboanga are stated to have 
the iris yellow (these are unmistakably adult birds), and the 
young from Basilan is said to have the iris white. 

In Tenasserim this species may oceasionally interbreed 
with Th. feddeni, as l have in my collection a male specimen 
from Malewoon, given to me by Mr. Oates, in which the 
white feathers of the rump have a subterminal band of black. 
This, coming as it does from such a locality, is suggestive of 
hybridization, This bird was shot on the 29th of January, 
and is apparently fully adult. 

The range of Th. javensis is very extended, embracing the 
southernmost portion of Tenasserim, the Malayan Penin- 
sula, Sumatra, Banka, Java, Borneo, and also some of the 
Philippine Islands. In 'Tenasserim this species has been re- 
corded from Mergui by Blyth; Mr. Davison obtained it at 
Lanyah, Bankasoon, aud Malewoon. In writing on the 
birds of the Malayan peninsula, Licut. Kelham observes :— 
“ I found this handsome Woodpecker plentiful round Saga- 
met, some sixty or eighty miles up the Moar river. I never 
came across it in the north of tke peninsula.” Capt. Weber 
procured it in the island of Salanga. Mr. Hume’s collection 
contains examples from Wellesley Province (Stoliczka), Ma- 
lacca, Pulo Seban, Kurroo, and Johore. Messrs. Buxton 
and Forbes obtained this species in South-east Sumatra; and 
the Leiden Museum contains specimens from Banka, and 
also from Java, in which island it has likewise been obtained 
by Mr. Forbes. In Borneo it occurs near Sandakan; I have 
a specimen from Elopura (Pryer). It has been recorded 
from Labnan by Governor Ussher, the Hon. Hugh Low, 
Messrs Moticy and Dillwyn, and also by Mr. Treacher. 
Governor Ussher and Mr. Low also obtained it in Lum- 
bidan; Mr. Treacher sent specimens from the Lawas river. 
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The Marquis Doria, Dr. Beccari, and Governor Ussher 
procured it in Sarawak, and it was found at Banjermassing 
by Mr. Motley. From the Philippine Islands I have 
examined specimens in the collection of Capt. Wardlaw 
Ramsay, obtained in Luzon, Surigao, Zamboanga, and Basilan 
(Everett); and the British Museum contains an example from 
the island of Negros, collected by Mr. Steere. 


4. THRIPONAX CRAWFURDI. 

Picus crawfurdii, Gray in Griffith’s Cuv. An. Kined. 
Birds, 11. p. 513, fig. (1829), 

Dryopicus leucogaster (pt.), Malh. Monogr. Picid. i. p. 47 
(1861). 

Thriponax javensis (pt.), Cab. & Heine, Mus. Hein. iv. 
p. 105 (1863). 

Hemilophus javensis (pt.), Gray, List Picid. Brit. Mus. 
p. 85 (1868). 

Campethera crawfurdi, Gray, Hand-l. B. ii. p. 194, no. 8709 
(1870). 

Picus leucogaster (pt.), Giebel, Thes. Orn. p. 162 (1876). 

Thriponax crawfurdi, Hume, Str. F. 1879, pp. 87 and 
409-410 (note). ° 

The following is the description given by Gray in Griffith’s 
edition of ‘Cuvier’s Animal Kingdom, Birds, ii. p. 518 
(1829), along with a figure :— 

“ Crawfurd’s Woodpecker is from an Indian drawing 
brought to this country by Mr. Crawfurd, jun. The whole 
upper part (except the erest) is deep dark brown, sprinkled 
with grey on the sides of the neck; across the breast is a 
large Junuie patch of slate colour, with small dark waves; 
the belly is yellow, with the like crescent-shaped spots, and 
the crest is deep red.” 

The present species is only known from Gray’s description 
and figure (above referred to), which were taken from nature 
by an Indian artist for Mr. Crawfurd, jun. Many authors have 
confounded Th. crawfurdi with Th. javensis, and also with 
Th. feddeni; but as the bird described and figured by Gray is 
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evidently a male: the slate-coloured patch on the breast, as well 
as the absence of the red malar stripe, clearly distinguishes it 
from Th. javensis, while the black rump alone would show that 
it was not Th. feddeni. Mr. Hume (Str. F. 1879, p. 409, note) 
corrects his former identification of the species. The con- 
fusion which formerly existed in his mind with regard to it 
was mainly owing to his never having seen the coloured 
figure given by Gray. There is an obvious slip of the pen in 
Mr. Hume’s otherwise admirable note on the subject, when 
he states “ the wings are distinctly separated so as to show 
the centre of the back, rump, and upper tail-coverts, and 
these are all blackish brown, whereas in crawfurdi the lower 
back and rump are yellowish white.” He intended to speak 
of Th. feddeni, which has a white rump, for he adds “ this 
alone destroys the possibility of the identity of Th. feddeni 
and crawfurdi.” 

In all probability the bird figured for Mr. Crawfurd was 
obtained near Ava, where this gentleman was resident; and 
it is a matter of surprise that other examples have not fallen 
to the guns of some of our painstaking and enterprising 
collectors in the Burmese couutries. 


5. THRIPONAX HODGSON]. 

Hemilophus hodgsoni, Jerd. Madr. Journ. ser. 1, xi. p. 215 
(1840); Gray, Gen. B. i1. p. 482 (1846); Blyth, J. A. S. B. 
xv. p. 283 (1846); id. Cat. B. Mus. As. Soc. p. 55. no. 245 
(1819) ; Bp. Consp. Gen. Av. i, p. 131 (1850); id. Consp. 
Volner. Zygod. p. 7 (1854); Reichenb. Handb. Seans. Picine, 
p- 386. no. 895, pl. dexlv. fig. 4308, g (185-4); Gray, List 
Picid. Brit. Mus. p. 85 (1868). 

? Picus leucogaster, Blyth, J. A. S. B. 1842, p. 464. 

Picus hodgsonii, Jerd. IH. Ind. Orn. pl. v. g (1847); 
Sundev. Consp. Av. Piein. p. 9 (1866); Gicbel, Thes. Orn. 
p. 159 (1876). 

Dryopicos hodgsonii, Malh. Mém. Acad. Metz, 1848-49, 
p. 822. 

Dryopicus hodgsoni, Malh. Monogr. Pieid. 1. p. 49, pl. xiii. 
figs. 1-2, g 9 (1861). 
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Mulleripicus hodgsoni, Jerd. B. Ind. i. p. 284 (1862). 

Thriponax hodgsoni, Cab. & Heine, Mus. Hein. iv. p. 105 
(1863); Hume, Str. F. 1876, p. 390, 1879, p. 87; Butler, 
op. cit. 1880, p. 386; id. Cat. Birds Bomb. Pres. p. 23 (1880) ; 
Davison, Str. F. 1883, x. p. 355. 

Campethera hodgsonii, Gray, Hand-l. B. ii. p. 193. no. 8708 
(1870). 

Adult male. Plumage black, with the following exceptions :— 
the rump white ; breast and upper part of abdomen, as well 
as the sides of the body, buffy white ; the feathers of the lower 
part of the abdomen margined at the tip with buffy white; 
forehead, crown, occipital and nuchal crest, likewise the 
malar stripe, crimson, the bases of the feathers of the oceipnt 
and nape creamy white; a few white streaks behind the ear- 
coverts ; primaries with a concealed white spot at the base, 
the secondaries having their basal portion white for an inch 
to an inch and a half, at most, of their length; shafts of 
quills and of taii-feathers black; under wing-coverts and 
axillaries buffy white: “ bill black; legs dark plumbeous ; 
irides crimson ” (Jerdon). Total length 18°0 inches, culmen 
2-6, wing 8°7, tail 7:2, tarsus 1-42; toes (without claws)— 
outer anterior 1:0, outer posterior 0'8, inner anterior 0'8, 
inner posterior 0°5. 

Adult female. Differs from the adult male in the absence 
of red on the forehead, crown, and checks, the oceipital and 
nuchal feathers alone being crimson. ‘Total length 17°5 
inches, culmen 2°35, wing 8°55, tail 6'7, tarsus 1°35. 

The habitat of this Woodpecker, so far as is at present 
known, is the southern portion of India; but it is not certain 
that it has not a niore extended range, because Mr. Blyth, 
under the heading of Picus leucogaster (J. A. S. B. 1842, 
p. 464) , describes a bird, which he had received from Bengal, 
as follows :—‘‘ Differs from hodysoni in having only a narrow 
and incomplete cross band of white on the rump.” 

Mr. Blyth suggests that this may be the Picus maximus 
malayensis of Bland; but the description given of the latter 
bird agrees with Th. javensis, as there is no mention of a 
white rump. What Mr. Blyth’s bird may be I cannot say— 
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probably a more northern race of Th. hodgsoni. Dr. Jerdon, 
writing on this species (Birds of India, i. p. 285), says :—“ This 
splendid Woodpecker has only been found in the most dense 
and lofty forests of the Malabar coast, both above and below 
the Ghats. I have seen it myself, though rarely, at the foot 
of the Peria Pass, in the Wynaad, in Coorg, and at the top 
of the Ghats near Garsoppa.” Capt. Butler m his “ Cata- 
logue of the Birds of the Deccan and Sonth Mahyratta 
Country” (Str. I". 1880, p. 386), remarks :—“ Rare; Mr, Laird 
obtained specimens im North Kanara and also in the forests 
west of Belgaum. I have no other record of its occur- 
rence throughout the region.” Mr. Davison (Str. F. 1883, 
p. 355) observes :—“ This fine species is not uncommon m the 
Wynaad, where the country is well wooded, but it is so shy 
that it is difficult to procure specimens. It is nsually found 
in pairs. As a rule, the bird keeps in the evergreen forests ; 
once I shot a specimen in some bamboo-jungle at Goodalore. 
It does not ascend the slopes of the hills to any height.’ 
Mr. Bourdillon obtained it in Travancore, where it wonld 
appear to be not rare; and tins gentleman says :— In the 
neighbourhood of large undisturbed traets of forest this bird 
is fairly common and not very shy, but it soon leaves districts 
when the forest is being eleared to any extent. I have seen 
this bird at from 600 to 3000 feet elevation.” Although by no 
means so common in colleetions as some of the other species 
comprised in the present genus, Th. hodysoni is so well 
known as not to call for any special remarks. 


6. 'THRIPONAX FEDDENT, 

Mulleripicus feddeni, Blanf. J. A. S. B. 1863, p.75; Blyth, 
Ibis, 1870, p. 163. 

Thriponax jerdoni, Cab. & Heine, Mus. Hein. iv. p. 105 
(1863). 

Picus jerdoni (ex Cab. & Heine), Sundev. Consp. Av. Picin. 
p. 9 (1866); Giebel, Thes. Orn. p. 161 (1876). 

Hemilophus feddeni, Gray, List Picid. Brit. Mns. p. 86 
(1868). 

Thriponax feddeni, Wald. Ibis, 1871, p. 164; Binghain, 
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Str. F. 1879, p. 194; Hume, tom. cit. pp. 87 & 409; 
Bingham, op. cit. 1880, p. 162; Oates, op. cit. x. p. 190 
(1882); id. B. Brit. Burm. ii. p. 28 (1883). 

Thriponax crawfurdi, Hume, Str. F. 1874, p.471; id. and 
Oates, op. cit. 1875, pp. 14-66; Blyth & Wald. B. Burm. 
p. 75 (1875) ; Hume & Davison, Str. F. vi. p. 134 (1878). 

Adult male. Upper and middle back, scapulars, wing- 
coverts, bastard-wing, primary-coverts, and quills black, the 
inner webs of quills white at the base, the white on the inner 
primaries extending for about half their length ; outermost 
primaries tipped with white; shafts of quills black ; lower 
back and rump white, the feathers of the lower rump mar- 
gined with black at the tip; upper tail-coverts, tail, and 
tail-shafts black ; nasal plumes black ; forehead, crown, and 
occipital crest brilliant scarlet, bases of the feathers creamy 
white ; a broad scarlet cheek-patch, the bases of the feathers 
varied with dusky and buffy white; lores, face and entire 
ueck, chin, throat, chest, and upper breast black, below and 
behind the ear-coverts, likewise the chin and throat, striped 
with white; lower breast, abdomen, vent, sides of the body, 
flanks, and thighs buffy white, the thigh-feathers having a 
subterminal black band ; under tail-coverts black, those 
nearest the vent margined with white; under wing-coverts 
and axillaries white; edge of wing black. Total length 
15:0 inches, culmen 2°05, wing 8°45, tail 5°7, tarsus 1°25; 
toes (without claws)—outcr anterior 0°95, outer posterior 
0°85, inner anterior 0°72, inner posterior 0°5. 

Male, fledgling. In general coloration and markings ie 
the adult male, but differing m having the black less intense 
and the white purer; the bases of the feathers of the fore- 
head and crown brownish dusky; only a few of the cheek- 
feathers having dull red tips, the remainder being black; a 
patch of white below and behind the ear-coverts ; chin and 
throat white, with dusky spot-hke stripes; the feathers of 
the fore neck margined with white; thighs slightly varied 
with dusky. 

Adult female. Differs from the adult malc in having the 
forehead, greater part of the crown, and the cheeks black. 

SER. V.—VOL, HI. M 
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Total length 15-0 inches, eulmen 1°85, wing 8'2, tail 6-0, 
tarsus 1°25. 

Young female. In gencral coloration and markings resem- 
bling the adult female, but having the black less intense and 
the white purer; no white stripes on the side of the neck, 
and the white margins of the throat-feathers not so well 
defined ; chin buffy brown, varied with white and dusky stria- 
tions ; outer primarics, only, margined at the tip of the 
outer webs with whitish. 

Mr. Oates gives the soft parts of this species as follows :— 
“Tris yellow; eyelids lavender-brown; legs plumbcous ; 
claws horny grey ; bill bluish black, darkest on the upper 
mandible and palest on the lower near the base.” 

This bird has not a very extended range. It ocenrs more 
or less plentifully from a short distance to the north of 
Thayetmyo, eastward to Tonghoo, and southward as far as 
the head-waters of the Thoungyeen river, and I have a spe- 
cimen from Pitchaburee, W. Siam (Carl Bock). In the 
south-western portion of Pegu it has been obtained as far as 
Bassein by Mr. Blanford. Mr. Oates states that it “ ocenrs 
plentifully in portions of Pegu. I found it very abundant 
near Thayetmyo and in the country lying between that town 
and the ridge of the Pegu hills. On the eastern slopes, 
between the ridge and Tonghoo, I failed to meet with it, the 
forests there being apparently unfitted for it. Capt. Wardlaw 
Ramsay, however, procured it in Tonghoo itself. I have not 
seen it m any part of Southein Pegu. It appears to be 
common on the Arrakan hils.” According to Capt Feilden 
“itis a tolerably common bird ten or fifteen miles west of 
Thayetmyo, and about the same distance north.” Mr. Hume’s 
collection eontains specimens from Tenasserim from the fol- 
lowing localities :—Kyouk-nyat, Pahpoon, Thatone, Wim- 
pong, and Larthorgee. Mr. Davison, in his note on the 
habitat of this species in Tenasscrim (Str. F. 1876, vi. p. 134), 
says :—“ J only met with this species at Pahpoon and in the 
hills to the north of that place, in the plains country between 
the Salween and Sittang, and again near Myawadce. It is 
rave, for I have not scen it more than a score of times from 
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first to last. I have shot it in the tree-jungle and in old 
clearings, but I have also seen it in comparatively thick 
forest.” Capt. Bingham (Str. F. 1879, p. 194) observes :— 
“I procured this handsome Woodpecker at Thaubia on the 
Zamee, and noticed it more than once at various places on 
the Wingeo river, and on the Thoungyeen at Laidawgyee, 
Kyon-Khet, Oukra, and Maigla.” The same author (Str. F. 
1880, p. 162) further states :—‘‘ I have procured this species as 
far south as the head-waters of the Thoungycen, and though 
not common in this valley, it is widely spread. In March 
1878 I saw a number, and shot a young male on the 
Zammee-choung ; again near Kaukarit on the Houndraw 
river it may be said to be fairly common.” 


7. THRIPONAX HARGITTI. 

Thriponaz javensis (pt.), Sharpe, Trans. Linn. Soc. 2nd ser. 
Zool. i. p. 314 (1876). 

Thriponaz hargitti, Sharpe, Ibis, 1884, p. 317, pl. viii. 

Adult male. Upper and middle back, scapulars, wing- 
eoverts, and quills black, the secondaries having a white 
patch at the base of the inner webs, aud a few of the pri- 
maries having a white spot at the tip of the outer web; 
shafts black; lower back and rump white; upper tail- 
coverts, tail, and tail-shafts black; nasal plumes black; 
entire top of the head, occiput, and nape scarlet, the feathers 
of the latter parts elongated and forming a conspicuous crest, 
their extreme bases being whitish, the feathers of the forehead 
aud crown greyer at the base; a broad scarlet malar patch ; 
lores, sides of the face, chin, throat, entire neck, chest, and 
breast black, the chin, throat, and posterior half of the face 
having short white striations ; remainder of the underparts, 
flanks, and thighs buffy white, some of the feathers of the 
vent black with buffy white margins; under tail-coverts 
black ; under primary-coverts black, the lower series varied 
with white, the remainder of the under wing-coverts, likewise 
the axillaries, uniform buffy white. Total length 15:5 inches, 
culmen 2°15, wing 8-4, tail 6-4, tarsus 1:35; toes (without 
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claws)—outer anterior 1°05, outer posterior 0°95, inner ante- 
rior 0°82, inner posterior 0°53. 

Adult female. Differs from the adult male in having the 
forchead and the greater part of the crown black (the occi- 
pital and nuchal crest alone being scarlet), and also in want- 
ing the red malar patch, the cheeks being black; a few of 
the thigh-feathers having a black sagittate spot at or near the 
tip. Total length 15°5 inches, culmen 1:9, wing 8°2, tail 6'1, 
tarsus 1°83. 

This species has recently been deseribed and figured by 
Mr. Sharpe in ‘The Ibis, 1884, p. 317, pl. vili., from spe- 
eimens obtained in Southern Palawan by one of Mr. E. 
Lempriére’s collectors. The British Museum contains an 
adult female of the present species, procured by Mr. Steere 
during his visit to the same island in 1874. Th. hargitli 
cannot, with certainty, be said to be confined to the island 
of Palawan, because in the British Museum are two birds 
(formerly in the Gould Collection) labelled “ Manila,” which 
are unmistakably true Th. hargitti; but I would observe that 
two other specimens, also in the British Muscum (from the 
Gould Collection), and likewise labelled Manila, are true 
Th. javensis. It is hardly to be expected that these two 
species would be found together, and the probability is that 
the birds which correspond with the Palawan species were 
not obtained in Luzon, but in some other island of the 
Philippine group. 


8. 'THRIPONAX RICHARDSI. 

Dryocopus richardsi, Tristram, P. Z. S. 1879, p. 386, 
p ayxi. 

Mulleripicus richardsi, Wall. Isl. Life, p. 370 (1880). 

Adult female (type of species). Brownish black, having a 
blue-black gloss (with the following exceptions): the lower 
back and rump white, a few of the feathers of the lower 
rump having a small black spot near the tip; the two central 
feathers of the upper series of upper tail-coverts white, with 
a large heart-shaped spot of black on their apical portion, 
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but, when the feathers of the rump are not raised, having the 
appearance of being black feathers margined with white ; 
most of the primaries broadly tipped with white, and their 
bases to the extent of more than an inch, as well as the bases 
of the secondaries for at least two inches, also white ; the chin 
and upper throat dark smoky grey; the sides of the upper 
throat, also the tips of the posterior cheek-feathers and the 
ear-coverts, finely streaked with white; the feathers of the 
upper breast narrowly margined at the tip with buffy white ; 
lower breast, greater part of the abdomen, and the sides of 
the body buffy white, the thigh-feathers having a large spot 
of black on their apical portion; tibial plumes whitish at the 
base; lower abdominal feathers black, margined with buffy 
white; under wing-coverts (except on the edge of the wing) 
and axillaries white, with a yellowish tinge; shafts of quills 
and of tail-feathers brownish black: “iris, feet, and beak 
black”? (Richards). Total length 19-0 inches, culmen %5, 
wing 9'8, tail 7°25, tarsus 1:3; toes (without claws)—onter 
anterior 1-0, outer posterior 0°85, inner anterior 0°72, inner 
posterior 0°55. 

Canon Tristram has kindly lent me this unique and inter- 
esting bird. Before seeing it I was inelined to think that 
its affinity to Dryocopus martius would be closer than to the 
members of the genus Thriponax ; but sueh is not the case, 
and I observe that this has been appreciated by Canon 
Tristram, who, in writing to me, places it in the present 
genus. The only known specimen is a female, and was pro- 
cured by Lieut. Richards, R.N., in the island of Tzus Sima, 
situated between Japan and the Corea. It will be interesting 
to know the characters possessed by the male bird. The 
type speeimen of the present species (but for the absence of 
red on the head) very much resembles the female of 72. 
hodgsoni, but it has the white both above and below more 
extended than in the latter species. The primaries are 
mostly tipped with white, a character possessed by many 
species of Thriponax, but absent in Dryocopus. 


